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In this guide

This guide has information on how to understand the alphabetical indexes to vital
statistics (birth, marriage and death records).

You will find these indexes and the corresponding birth, marriage and death
registrations on microfilm in our reading room. Libraries that offer interloan services may
also borrow the microfilm for you. For microfilm lists and instructions on how to find
registrations on microfilm, click here to view our Ontario Vital statistics webpage. This
webpage is also accessible from our website (ontario.ca/archives), by clicking on
“Tracing Your Family History”.

Please note: Microfilm is no longer being produced for new records entering the
archives. Registrations for births after 1918, marriages after 1932 and deaths after 1942
are available online through ancestry. Click here to access the ancestry.ca website.
Ancestry can be accessed without a membership at the Archives of Ontario and many
public libraries at ancestryinstitution.ca. You do not need to use the indexes to search
registrations online. For information on digitized registrations and where to find them,
click here to view our Ontario Vital statistics webpage.

What is in the indexes?

The alphabetical indexes were created starting in the late 1950’s. They replaced
previous handwritten original indexes. The format of the indexes varied over time, but
the fields remained the same.

Below is an explanation of the main fields in the indexes and whether they are required
to find the registration.

Note*: The number column corresponds with the numbers on the examples of the index
pages at the end of this guide.



http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/vsmain.aspx
file:///C:/Users/VanWagDa/Downloads/ancestry.ca
file:///C:/Users/VanWagDa/Downloads/ancestry.ca
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/vsmain.aspx

Number* Field Title Explanation Required to
find
registration?

1 NAME This is the name of the person on | Yes, you need
the registration, copied from the this information
original registration. Only the to find the
name of the child (for a birth), the registration.
bride and groom, and the
deceased were indexed. Women
remarrying were indexed under
their previous married surname. In
addition, some marriage indexes
included the maiden name of
women who were re-marrying.

2 PLACE OF EVENT | This is the town or township where | You may need
the event was registered. For rural | this information
births and deaths, this may to find the
different from where the actual registration
event took place.

3 DATE OF EVENT | The usual format is month, day and | You may need
year. For example, 06 12 01 this information
equals June 12" 1901. Marriages | to find the
for 1873-1881 were indexed with registration
single digit for the months and O,

N, and D for October, November
and December.
4 REGISTRATION This is the unique numbered given | Yes, you need
NUMBER to each registration. this information
to find the
registration.

5 REGISTRATION This is the year when the birth, the | Yes, you need

YEAR marriage or the death was this information
registered. It may be different from | to find the
the date of event. registration.

6 CONTROL This number correspond to the No, you do not

NUMBER type of registration (birth, marriage | need this
or death) and type of correction to | information to
the original registration (if any). It | find the
was likely included for data quality | registration.
control.

7 CODE This is a list of the control numbers | No, you do not

(see no. 6 above). This
information appears on some index
pages.

need this
information to
find the
registration.




Number* Field Title Explanation Required to
find
registration?

8 C.O0. This code corresponds to the No, you do not
county, district or city where the need this
event was registered. It was used | information to
for data control purposes. find the

registration.

Contact us

Although unable to do your research for you, our reference archivists are waiting to
assist you. You may telephone or write to them by mail or email or — best of all — visit
the Archives of Ontario.

Telephone: 416-327-1600 Toll free (Ontario): 1-800-668-9933
Email: Click here to email the Archives of Ontario. The e-mail address
is reference@ontario.ca
Address: Archives of Ontario, 134 lan Macdonald Blvd., Toronto, ON M7A 2C5

Website

Visit our website for information about our collections and our services, our online
exhibits and education programs, and links to our social media accounts. Click here to
visit our website. The website is www.ontario.ca/archives

Customer Service and Research Guides

Our guides contain information about our services, freelance researchers available to
do research for you, and some of most popular records. Click here to view our
quides. To find the “Research Guides and Tools” on our website, click on “Access our
Collections”.

© King’s Printer for Ontario, 2023

This information is provided as a public service. Last update is shown at the beginning
of this guide. Readers should where possible verify the information before acting on it.


mailto:reference@ontario.ca
mailto:reference@ontario.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/archives
https://www.ontario.ca/archives
https://www.ontario.ca/archives
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/research_guides.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/research_guides.aspx
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Examples of index pages

Birth index page
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Marriage index page

OATE | MECORD IDENTITY

o “
™ OAY] v | on ! uw o sen nf:::‘«u@
6126/ 73/ 05, 204841 8] CATHARI
0I15| 73] 007793 | PARKHILL
RANDALL 9:07( 73] 1006-336 RALEfGH T
RANDALL ELIZABETH 2,18|73; [013-527 PINE ORCHA
RANDALL GEORGE 4l TI10L73) .9 003-409| KINGSTUN,
KANDALL JAMES TR 14-296 TORKONTY
RANDALL PHEBE WIODIFI| 7115|73] U13-372/PINE OKCHA
RANDALL ROBERT L | ngoo;u; 1005=492  MILTON |
RANDALL WILLIAM 9,06/ 73! | 009-084 OSHAWA |
RANDEL L ROSA | 1:08 73! [007-392| NAPANEE
RANDOLPH WILLIAM 4/20[73] [U03-544  PORTLAND
_RANEY CHARLES . | 90573 [014-295| TORONTG
RANGER CERILA | 9:15/73) 1011-556|ST EUGENE
RANKIN AGNES D;23| 73! [ UU5=236|JARVIS |
RANKIN ANNIE 4123/73; 1010-031|N EASTHO T
RANKIN ARCHIBALD 1,01 73 ;004445 WALKERTON
RANKIN CHARLOTTE | 6117/ 73] [009-825|PT HOPE
RANKIN COLIN 1122/ 73'% 1013-130| LINDSAY
KANKIN FRANCES | 9122|73] [U06~482| CHATHAM
RANKIN MARGARE T 3:06/73.  !010-030) STRATFORD
RANKIN THOMAS 76,03 73] U10-780| PENETANGUI
RANKINS EMILY | 3:21/73] [vo9-s72|PERCY T
RANSEER WILLIAM 6:23/ 73] 1006-832| BATHURST
RANSFORD RICHARD 918/ 73, [006-067|CLINTON
RANSOM ANOS 8:13/73  006-374 BLENHEIM
RANSOM GEWRGE 1,04 737 [ 014-092 TORONTQ
RANSON THOMAS |.611873] | 007-783| PARKHILL
RAPELGIE ELIZABETH 1123/73)  1012-739|CHIPPANA
RAPER JOHN | 6/30/ 73] [009-481 LIFFORD
RAPER MARY ‘1 | 50673 1010-215/ AVONTON
KAPLEY THOMAS F 5,05 . 1405=758| LONDON ;
RAPP CATHARINA NiO4| 73] [010-013 WALLACE
RAPPOLD MARGARET vi25| 73] 1012-369| NORRISTON
RAPSEY FANNIE 7.31| 73] -!008-124|LONDON T
RAPSON REUBEN 1102/ 73! ' 004=754| BRANTFORD
RATCLIFF DANIEL M D/11| 73] |206-767|COLUMBUS
RATCLIFF MARGARET 9122( 73, (008-860|E WHITEY T
RATE WILLIAM  BAXTER | 6/12|73' :008-264| ADELAIDE
RATH LI2Z1E 205/ 73]  [U05-980| HARPURHEY
RATHWELL BENJAMIN MCFADDE| 1:29|/73) [004=122/0TTAwWA '
RATHWELL ELIZABETH 21 {007-039| MERRICKVIL
RATHWELL GEORGE 0i17|73] [210-151|ELOON T
"RATHWELL JANE 9,02|73! !006-968 LANARK T
RATHWELL SAMUEL, 6103| 73] | 006=974 | RAMSAY T
RATHWELL * SARAH » 6/19/73]  1004-135/0TTAWA |
RATTENBURY CHARLOTTE 3/19(73] [005-905| VARNA |
RATTRAY = . 65 THOMAS 4122|731 1012-527| GUELPH |
RATTRAY THOMAS M 9/17(73; |007-529| NEWBURGH
RATZ CONRAD 4115/73] 1 010-244|ELLICE iT

2 - 31271731 1004-662| FORMOSA
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Death index page
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