. NEGROES IN TORONTO
A Sociological Study of a Minority Oroup

'A THESIS

Department of Political Eoonomy
University of Toronto
Toronte, Ontarlo




TABLE OF CONTENTS

iv
vi

mnmnxormn

..".......ll....'.....'.... 10

,{,rm.mel AND PROBLENS OF RACIAL DEFINITION.. 4o
] 'lll mw-rmu AREA OF NEGRO

’.‘....‘...I..l....ll.....‘.I.‘..'..- 75

ml ’m MPM--""-....-- 92
m‘m Lm.v-n---u-u-u-u.uuu-un- 1’7
mmm-.l'l.Q.l.l........III‘...I....... 1“

| mmmn DISTRICT RESIDENTS--
AN EXAMINATION OF DIFFERENT 3OCTIAL TYPES...... 224

"OLD-LINE mmw........................... 254
INTER-RACTAL COUPLES. ...cseesancsscasssscasccss 262
PERSONAL AND FAMILY DISORGANTZATTON........... 298
,ermu OF SOCTAL CHANOE.....ccocecseceases 339

FAMILY morna.mmm 364

COLORED CITIZENS OF TORONTO SEND A MESSAGE
™ mnm OF THE SOUTHERN STATES...... 366

mmaa OF THE NEGRO mm TOWARDS
m““mm IR N E R N NN 3“

1




TABLE OF CONTENTS--Continued

mn:.m mmm’ orF
lmmxnnmm
mmvmmst

sessesee

(

:7: POPULATION OF ) ORIGIN BY
FOR URBAN CENTRES OF 0, 30,000
CENSUS 1

.0.-9_-'99.'1--.-9-333-’---:
1 POP! nouwmm

ATion 10 o, nm"'"nmm"“m 0.

% W. GRTZZLE, Bi0i,.

ﬁ'pl??!_..l,’l.‘l‘!.ll

IERET R RS RS R R RN

374
376

385

392
395




INTRODUC TION

I have not been able to anslyze Toronto Negroes in
‘total academic detachments Although remaining
hery of organizational activity, I was never=
soclal animal with a role to play, if I was to
g Wegroes in the city.

researcher ates out of a Universi-
into the fleld for a few hours at a
keep his perconal social life separate
act tys His problem of role is not
omplicated. If, on the other hand, the ree
) M:g-!l‘or an extended period in the
his por{ud. life is inex.
with h research,.

o weligh the effect of his soclal backe
hough this 1s not considered necessary by some
4in this particular case it appears relevante

, that the sosial strustures of all Negro
| this continent were quite similar, My father

=

e -E""i.- Sy b =y
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the Negro chureh and those fraternal, business and
f'mluttm that maintain the coloured community in
welldefined American bi-racisl ‘system. I understood
folkeways and subeculture of the urban Negro community

1, when I came to Toronto, assumed that similar condie
ons existed here. A few years later I was to realize how
atlsfactory, even hampering, was this frame of reference.
before research began, certain experiences in Toronto

| MIW!Mh!wmtoﬂtﬂnfmd'lmfﬂ
e duate study, I had no place to live, The ﬂni.uﬂltyll
8ing office was closed, and I was totelly unfemiliar with
eity. Por help in finding accommodation, I t.l.phﬂl‘
' one person whose name had been glven by a friend before
@m the United States. I was referred to a tenement
on Pembroke Street~-a high vice area then, snd more
80 now, After an interview with a young Germen landlady, I
k a kitchenette (one room andkitchen) on the third floor
f inther worn-loocking but clean rooming house., I was
tively close to the University end considered myself
unate, having seen far worse living quarters for stu-
ts in other cities. Some time later, a fellow student
ormed me that I was uvzni in a sluw,




But, as W, I. Thomas wrote, certain judgments de=
the individualls "definition of & situation”.

ng my surroundings to Harlem, south-side Chicago end
Washington, D.C., I considered myself well

I had never lived in & rooming house before, snd
n detachment from campus life might be an !.n-

11ly I became rrlapily with the other tenents,
* whom was Negros Their life patterns were new ;
perheps move socielly devient then university
d 1y encounter. I was to see Toronto for the
through the lives of these fellow roomers, many
/e immeasurable assistance in my later researche
a Negro jazz musicien living in the house, pro-
first contacts with the "better" elements of the
nity. Several Negro professicnale were always
2 out as a celebrity to be introduced to other
: in Toronto, and Lou book me along whenever
ble, Basically, though, Lou rejected anv primar-
orgenizations. Often he was asked to assist in
1 other affairs, but refused to do so if he thought
was "too Negro" in character., He constantly
4 that we were American Negroes who had "escaped"
ee land, just as fugitive slaves had done one hun-




m community, he felt we should not purposely

. friends or coloured orgenizations that would
_.'tuu those caste-like, oppressive features

ner i bi-racial systen,

During this time I established contacts, both Negro
that later provided a rich source of research
IMMMII on these contacts during the
1959, and revisited many of my old friends, They

the City's Negrc

 the end of a year I decided to stay at the Uni-

C., @ Barbadian, had an eighteroom house occu=
roomers, How distant this world was, after
etl I knew nothing of the matters Mr, C,
e sub-groups, cliques, problems of local pree
the early history of local Negroes, A retired
garrulous old man enjoyed telling of the feude
jest Indians and native Canadian Negroes.

yrous Garvey and his Backe-toeAfrica movement had




w impact on firstegeneration West Indians.
considerable ambivalense in the manner in which
 his oircle of friends discussed racial matters.
they yearned for two things: a distinct Negro

in Toronto, complete with its own businesses, ine

4 uul social life; and open immigration for West
eiring to come to Cenada.

e C. acquainted me with certain Negro organiza-

d churches, end I met numerous West Indiens who

 and out of his homes Among these individuals, I
atus far out of proportion to what I would ever

_ “Imuﬂutaaﬂlumrwn

" opinion on inegroup lqubuu and problems,
m. Co's sons started courting a white girl, I
to "ta'lk sense” to the boy and ﬂllll“. hime

had rarely encountered Negroes in my activities on
treet and in the Yonge Street ares, I now became

. greater density in the western end of the downe -
tet, During this peried, meny questimms lntrigued
th nature of the small Negro pqﬂltl.cn and

\g of group ldentification.

¥, I decided to oncm in & study of the sccial




sting out all possible infarmation,

A basic assurption underlying this study was that

s small Negro population funetioned in such s mamer
institutions, churches and informal group life had
lationship, & structure lending 1tself to analy-
funetioning social system within the metropoliten

the United States, the Negro's "place” and role
society is governed by rules and regulations
in the South and unwpitten in the North, but

od in both areas by the ucres snd sentiments of the
upe Within this bi-racial Americen soclel
Mhﬂ evolved an etiquette of race relations,
] system about Negroes historically rooted in

12 early slave society. In reaction to this,

s raciel visibility and the outer community's come

ulture, The social enthropologists have uﬁl the
method of juxtaposing the sub-culture and the

developed a "consciousness of kl#'._holm,

S




CHAPTER I
EARLY RISTORY OF NEGROES IN CANADA AND TORGNTO

‘ was under the Prench Regime that slavery in Can-
 when according to the Reglster cof Notre Dame, &

d Louis, from !duucn". was sold to a David
£ifty half erowns.l The French government took
position on slavery in Quebee until 1688, when

w stated to be necessary to strengthen an in-
labour supply, In 1689, Louis XIV issued a Roysl
ting that Prench subjects in Quebee should obtain
do their work.,? A sumary of subsequent legisla-
the cepitulation of the French to the British is

& study by J. C. Homilton:

le :;:r; contains 31.0:-61” .:'1‘.3 Nove
egroes mov _ pro=
mtp humane m:t.nt."m an ordi-
Raudot, Intendant at Quebeec,

ngts poﬂhnlu, enéd that Negroes and

aWne dians) had been procured as slaves,

r ~doubts as to ownership, it was ordained
such Pawnees and Negroes w ohadmn

eld should bolau to the person so ounl:g

: &mhtwdu ntn!ml to this is

_ that he had duly .xublmd

ft after mass, in

 Smith, "Slavery in Cansda", Records, Nove
lety, Vol. 10. ’ ' .
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es in the elty of Quebeec. The L7th article

3 glﬁﬂnim of Canada to the English -
--.t all such losnu and Pawnees should ree
deium slavery, This was Septeme-

ﬂhi- the change to a British government in Canada,
ftion of the slave deteriorated. Ida Greaves, in ‘
ilth this period of Cansdian slave history, wr!.tu:

With the change from Prench to English rule
was a change in the legal status of slavery
was at the start of no benefit to the slave,
d 1t riveted his sghackles more ﬂ.ﬂt‘l Ihﬂu'
law of French Canada Negroes were "me u s 8
} tlan ecorresponding to personal property in
h law, But the eivil law in England which was
e for eleven years after the comquest, ildene
'ded the slaves with other chattel property, Ale
h the Quebec Act re-introduced neh Civil
¢ provided that previous acts of the British
2nt “fuht commerce with the American
ective in Quebee and in unu-
th Act of 1732 making "Houses, hndl 8
other mnazw.' liable to be sold £ gho
_-Mgm of debts became operative in m

Slavery in Upper Cangda existed before the separae
£ the upper and lower provinees in 1791, A British
of' 1790 allowed new settlers to bring slaves into what
become Uppo.r Canada at & value of ™40 shillings for
m‘s There were, however, only a few hundred slaves
da during the elghteenth centurys Negroes and & few




tituted the slave population and for the most

 were losated around the Niagara Districts

11793 the first parliament of the Province of

da passed legislation in the hope of containing

f::-‘!_hn were strong feelings at the time favm‘._w‘l.n‘

. ion in the Province, Governor Simcoe led the

sts, while a strong blos of farmers maintalned

were essential to the agricultural welfare of

he Parliementary Act of 1793 prohibited the fur
slaves, but confirmed the ownership of slaves

e Act also provided that the children of

reaching the age of twenty-five years, auto=-

A be set free, It is thought that this mem-

, drawn by Chief Justice Osgoode. It remained

. 1833 when, by Imperial Order, slavery was

d 1n all parts of the British Emplre.

gh slavery in Cenada was not totally abolished

$he country was, long before then, considered a

tive slaves from the United States, With the

abolitionist groups that constituted the famous

ipﬂroﬂ. thousands of Negroes found their way

wince of Upper Canada during the first sixty

ineteenth century. The number of refugees

elally during the decade 18501860, due to the |
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first census of Upper Canada, taken in 1851,

n for Coloured Persons end Indisns which enumere
- mma; There are, however, reasons to ques-
ficial figure as an accurate count. First, the
|f reports, "In several counties these divisions
on in the abstracts,"” And, in a guess, it con~
 there were in 1851, 8,000 coloured persons in

7 Secondly, Greaves indlcates that fugitive
selves "frequently omitted to indicate their col-
returns, so that even where a colour record
'l! Ineomplete "8

t estimates of the Negro population in Upper

nge from 30,000 to 75,0009 FHenry C. Bibb, in his

y pericdical, The Voice of the Fusitive, indie
re were 35.‘090 Negroes 1n Upper Canada in May,

tive Slave Act reversed pmtm ju!.cul
! !.n:.m-dal to escaped slaves reaching north

: ided for the return to nmrytt
in the nmmm«uamm claimed by
or proper agents.

of _th Canadas, 1851, Vol. I, ppe 36,246-7,

8, 9ps cite, Pe 33.
? m P etates that a of
DO vens maintains, h er,

g Wodﬂpm fiaqurse dnn'l. out to ln-




0 u Canada West in that same year, They d.u re-

A five to six thousand fugitive slaves entered the
. Professor Fred Landon estimated that fifteen to

The number of Negro fugitive slaves in Toronto is
to ascertaln before the 1861 census, The Toronto
Py Soclety estimated 800 in the eity in 1852, In
anin Drew's authoritative studies on the aboli-
t in Canada 1t is stated that in 1855, Toronto
1 populat ion of 47,000, of whom 1,000 or two.

Al - & hat '

Canada West, curing 1651 m it
g gt W g S ool o R
M. during that period.

; J,W' ML ai: o :" M

ﬂ‘to T'he

: ht ud not jsnnltmu lepo uttlmu
on, he was exhaustive in his study of the
dountn '
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t a terminus for the Underground Railway, being at

ime extremely remote and hard to reach. In fact, the

eonsidered the northern outpost by refugees in the

’l!‘i of the Province,

minimum of contact with the Negroes to the south
ough the Toronto Newspaper agents for The Voice

ive, Mr. John Pisher and a Mr. S. R, Ward, an

and & minister wrote for this newspaper. They

the most part antieslavery activities in the

odd reference to the life of Negroes in !n-;

able stories of travelling evengelists, togeth-

surers who drifted south, encouraged some of

%0 by-pass the southern settlements and make

t trek north,

hough a sizable Negro commnity undoubtedly

ﬁuh from 1850 to 1871, wm also indicates

welleestablished ecoloured settlement in the elty.

Negro community in Toronto can be traced to

by well-to-do people in the eity of Yorks :

| that n.jnu were not significaent in the

but served primarily u peracnal servants to
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11lustrate the type of slave transaction that
in Toronto and Niagara:
11, 1793:

A8 NewWard

ast a Ne manservant named Jol who ever
',.,ﬁl lom man and re to his
Ml receive the above Tews and all neces-
.

Thomas nﬂ.or, Ih;ua.

17, 1793:

- from the tuhurllm' a few weeks ago a Ne

amed Sue: this is therefore to forewarn
'_nuu from harboring said wench m

es of the laws.

James Clark, Senior
Niasgara.

18, 1797
irl sbout 12 years old, of honesty

lputln for such an one, & erous
be .;m.‘ Apply to the p’i; Sﬂl

- Niagara.

) llmy
Ve _I;l. Oho can dress hllu hair,

!nntb Mhranmnwih-zﬁ g
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pst gentlemen from the administrator of the gove

ment downwards, possessed some slaves, Peter

: in 1806 was anxious to dispose of his and
advertised in the Gazette and Oracles To be

"ﬁnkammahgﬂ aged 440 and a Black

son Jupiter aged 15.

mong the present-day "old-timers™ of the Toronto

munity, storles have oirculated as to the wealth

ity of their early sncestors, Such comments as,

s once owned a considerable smount of the

mtown business district," are heard among some

: y hard to trace these stories, but there are a
ded instances of Negroes inheriting significant
Such was the good fortune of John Baker, & body
f Robert I. D. Gray, Who in 1796 was Upper Censda's

itor General., Upon the death of his mae ter,

ed and left two hundred acres of land in near-
ynship. He later became a soldier, fought at

id diled at Cornwall in 1871. He is considered
a1l who had been slaves in the Province.l6

yed slaves and black freedmen from the United

2d coming into Toronto in the early decades of
th century. A notable example of a persecuted

B T e
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pughout the era of American slavery and during
reconstruction period the Toronto Negro commune
ued to voice its disepproval of brutality and

e W.Re Abbott's son, Anderson Ruffin Abbott, a
physician in Toronto and one of eight Negro
fficers to serve in tho. Union Army, continued his
m of inspiring and leading the Negro Iamtty.u

nern States with the help of the Underground |
y worshipped at first in the open air down by
1t where the Toronto docks are now located.23
inding in number, they leased the St., George's
rooms for their Sunday mcetings, From 1834
lces were held in a bullding on Richmond

e downtown district, For a number of years the
aued to grow and inerease in membership and in-
' to the continued migration of slave refugees.
the congregation built a freme structure on the
 corner of Victoria and Queen Streets, This

A contains a synopsis of the 1life of Dr, |

Association, Pa thfinders c 4 berty



191l John Ross Robertson mtm

eoloured people sixty go by organe
emselves into a Baptist h\u-oh. stimilated
L te people that attended their services to
out for themselvesj from the latter, the old
S¢reet church originated and from that the
Jarvis Street edifice started.

e Amherstburg Association, an orgontuttdn of

¢t churches in Ontario, gives credit to an Elder
Christlan for orgenizing Toronto's first Bape

, Elder Christian is also said to have founded
t churches throughout the Province, He rep-
mo of roving Negro minister often seen during
' th century, The Amherstburg Assoclation re-
the following statement about Christiang
ier founder of Baptist Churches among the

sople in Ontario was Elder Christian, who
r founded more Canadlan Baptist Churches
¢ other colored Baptist minister.

born in Virginia in 1776. There he grew to
and was conver . Several years after his
on he went to New York, where in September
 wae ordained in the Abyssinien Baptist Church,
& 'ml as a missionary for a time in Boston,
and New Haven. Then he felt the call

g the refugee slavesin Canada, He entered
-‘tl'clnllod a colored Baptist Church at

.-mmu Land marks o C
shes ‘ﬂ."’l:"_l "’[.‘ﬂi'lhh.l‘ﬁ. -s'..':'" h
n 1837 to 1904, ronto 04, PPe 4TL L.
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s Its membership grew tum a size during
§i% e Yy it e BN 8 rp Sk
froentstmtlet e .2 L

s deciphered on the hand written record,

 1ike Christian, fugltives themselves for the most
provided the eerly leadership, religious and
for the Negro community.

er Negro churches appeared between 1838 and 181;?.
situated on Richmond Street near York was pure

e 125 pounds from John Cawthra snd Jemes Leslie on
July, 1838, by a religious body called the Cole

' A small number of white members attempted
lon with the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Cane
atly white congregation, Tis move~-toge ther
rsy over propertye--split the church, and
animosity existed between white and coloured
Negro Wesleyans during 1850 claimed over 100

' 'Mah carried on until 1875, when finally the
sny members and the loss of others who returned
Mi, foreced the church to discontinue

Association, gp, cit,, ppe 3fe

y cf contain a uoq;].eh hlu of the Color=-

ch i.n Toron ovember 8,
§ hmtm:- an co\uul for the

ee Appendix .Ec

L T e R e N e
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':gnum. For the most part, Negroes attended

hes other than Negro, since segregation in the
4 not exist in thie part of the Province.
‘Reverend S. R. Ward was highly eriticel of the
the clty's coloured churches--untrained, self-
ministers who drifted in and out of Toronto.
sdly true that Negro ministers of the caliber
‘were exceptional, - He wes a writer of unusuai
orator whose reputation was often mentioned in
Moreover, reasons for the lack of educated
ps are not hard to fird, The extreme limitatlions
. resources for & slave people, and the diffi.
position of those who escaped, very nearly
possibility of educational or professionel ad-

Yet the demand for Negro ministers and leaders
d, perforce, was satisfled,

fartunate leaders, such as Frederick Douglass,
by their masters despite the educational
imposed by the notorious "Black Codes", Other
Negro leadership came from those ex-slaves whose
ed them before the Emancipation Proclamation,
ey to go north to attend trade and educational




.!‘olhnlng letter from Ward to Bibb sums wp his
ards the untrained Negro clergy:

1d you come here and go to the Bethel Church,
Methodist, up street and hear a man named

bie audience in what he calls a ser.
ou listen to his di ing, abusive

nt language and witness his .n‘.-vtlnutrtul
and should you see a large number of colored
this city not a majority of them, seem-
oving if not admiring it, you would join me
that such things bedarken our prospects.
actual state of things in Toronto. White
ve this Taylor as a specimen of our lead=- .
3ligious teachers,...our religious teachers
harm than good,...our conferences impose
sending such Elders as Taylor, and a meet-
2 as he holds 1le a downright disgrace, a re-

bur aoey profanation of the Sabbath, &
‘n S8NCe

of 128 persons in 1851, In August, 1852, a
“_M-B. churches in Caneda was held in S¢t,

"y The Toronto church had the third largest body
Ml“l reporting, and their Sunday School
larger than all others repcrting, with 50 pu-

vie affairs the Negro community was falrly
-fww& Negro jurors and jury foremen serve
Toronto,2? Politically the Negroes in St.

«E, Church survived Wardts tirades and showed

Ml. December 1, 1851,
‘u’ 10. 1852,




demographic characteristics of the early
‘community should be noteds It has been lt-j-
the liegro population in Toronto in 1851 was some-
800 shd 1,000, a substantial number in terms
ity pbulatlm, This two percent figure con-
highest proportion of coloured people living in
er before or since that date. Table 1 shows
Negroes in Taronto, Onterlo end Canada, 1851

TABLE 1

TON OF TORONTO, ONTARIO AND CANADA, 1851-1911%

pe Negroes in Negroes in Negroes in

Toronto ontario Canada
775  800-1,000° 2,095 35,000-50,000°
510 wees M3
551 13,435 21,496
593 12,097 31_-:3*—
592 8,935 17,437
 hes o 6Tl7 16,194

except a8 noted below: Census E§ cgﬁ,
' The first official census for ominion



CHAPTER VI

LIFE WITH ACE

-':-',' Jake Jones, known to his friends as "Ace", lived
ressed industrisl area near Pront and Bethurst
It had frequently been asserted, especiaslly by

§ than in any other part of Toronto=--lived in this
_.M. Ae one settlement house worker said, "I sure
I to know more about those Dead End families below
t. We don't seem to be able to reach them,"
Fortultous circumstances provided the contact with
ths before this fleld work began, Father Madison,
in a mission church, telephoned asking assistance

a fulletime job for a young men who had been helpe
He sald that Jeke came from a fairly stable home in
h and war a good kid, but seemed tc be having trouble
to jobs and getting along with people. FHe could,
Madison felt, easily get into serlous troublee=the
80 familiar in that area--if things continued as they

. ‘Ih no work, hanging around bars, no interest in life.
s bright, and we might be able to get him over the hill,"
1 165
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‘Madison concluded, An sppointment was made to meet
e Lunch ot the Geatral YeM,Code the following day.
Jake was a dark brown skinned, muscularlye-built

; man of medium height., FKe had a deep, resonant volce,
red noticeably, (He explained later that he always
when he met someone new or came into a type of situ.
whieh he was unaccustomed,) At lunch, discussion
on the types of jobs that a fellow with his educae
o or three years of high school--might get., Jeke was
ly interested in boys' and youth work. Father Madi-
assisted him in this direction by placing him in

ge of the teen town dances at the mission, A number of

, Ware suggested where Jake might start his search for

: nt, and he was assured of help in seeking boys' work.
. Shortly thereafter Jake was successful in getting a
in the sports department of one of the clty's many boys!
He was very pleased, although the selary was loWe-

F to f£ifty dollars a weeke--and felt a purpose in 1life

> had hitherto lacked.

3 Throughout the next eight months, contact with Jake
BRihtained by telephone calls and lunch meetings. A
ghip developed around the common interest in boys!

s growing up in the slums, and the problems of youth.

y At one time during this perlod, Jake agreed as a

to be interviewed by & person from a local social

e He found the experience quite distasteful, for he
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rained opinion about interviews, not dispelled by

| Mis, then, vas the early friendship pattern, Seve
ths later, the rescarch started and Jeke was asked
stance, Without tﬁou chance ominltmcol, it “.
whether Jake woulé have allowed an outliduf to pare
in his daily activities.,

In the afternoon I went to the M Street Boys' Club
te Jones and Bill Standing, Jake works as a sports

of the Club, I went over to a snack bar to find

re he was sitting with the M Club nurse, Ie was

e me, introduced me to the nurse and then turned

on m and started talking as if I were a long-lost

We mt bnk to the Club and he showed me through

Be Foat pride in gulding me through each

_ loput!tmnnndmmurorrm For
ti.n he ul.d, he was dolng something worthwhile

.ﬂ.ng tfn lives of youth,

All of the bo{- that I saw in Jake's program were

, With the exception of one, a bmnmd Randy who

on one of the baseball teams. walked to a ne

Jake asked me to base umpire a game, I sald I didn't
at that particular moment, but asked if he uould

B Aariy ant vatd, VI ueiiaTo giad SeSIE 7 2o

me y and sald, wo ¢ you

ng to let your hair down, drink a few beers and

with unl ot the gals in The District, This 18

the game u know, and if ?“ want acceptance youtve

rowd ¥ith ue. You deuts wiw Sotng Shat, do

\louldn't mind meet some of thece new gals in

would you?"™ I told Jake that I dién't think so

I would do my best.

hlh end his family hed had unsatisfactory exposures
;_hl agencies serving The District, They were interviewe
even hostlle in their attitudes towards mm uork.
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. He asiked what I had found out so far. I tried to

y his interest by “ﬂnf I had some historical informe
that was fascinating. sald, "Do you know that the

e house in Toronto was operated by a Negro?" He was
I continued, "Did you know, too, that the chief

in the Toronto General Hospital in the late nine~
entury was a Negro?" He n;lhd, "I don't know anye
put my own background, and less ebout Negroes in
but I wish Im would let me look at some of that
material,

.~ We then set a date to meet a few of his friends and

) erawl on Wednesday., I told him I th ught I should

o the Club and talk to Bill, FHe sald yeah, maybe sc,

was a little worried about Bill, Bill had just

new car and Jake felt it might affect him and start

' ln.s around, I sald goodbye and promised to meet
sday at 8:30 p.m. :

I found Bill, whom I had already known slightly from
ngs at community recreation affairs, Fe is a lcyo'
32, and is sssistant director.of the M Street Boys' Club,
kibitsing” with the kids in the kitchen as I talked
, He told me his director was away ill, and he was in
:{1 thotdlrootur came back., We went into the office
e chat.

I told B1ll about my interest in the Negro community
I hoped he wouldn't mind talking to me and golng
ith me ooouionanz in the Spadina-Dundas area. I
1d him I had heard that he was well respected other
ion personnel in Toronto for his work with youth,
face 1it up and he began to discuss hls fifteen years
club work, He was formerly director of another
nearer his home, but was transferred against his wishes
M Street branch ae an essistant to the ¢irector, He
quite unhappy about this transfer, which he considered
motion, He had no hesitation in saying that there was no
tive for him but to accept the change, since he was
trained man and could not get a better job, He sald
ployers knew this, and tock advantage of his position.
ident made him bitter and he declided when it ened
 for supplementary employment, Bill is a graduate of
ral Tech in electronics and now repairs radios at ev
ortunity, to boost his income, He wants to stay in youth
s but never again wants to be placed in a position where
att say "no" and direct his own destiny.

Bill referred to his staff worker, Jake Jones, afe
onately as "Ace", and sald the two of them thought a lot
@ on certaln issues.
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3 .-‘_ d
At 8.30 p.ms I went over to the M Street Iogl' Club
- " The place was full of 250 mothers, fathers and
who were being briefed by Bill on how to send thelr
to campe No Hegroes were in the audience. Bill
ed in his best sult, tie and shirt, Everyone else
shirt, or no shirt, niu took great pleasure in

g to the parents sbout the virtue of campinge

. AGe was up in the balcony overlooking the audlence.
yed to me end shouted that we would go out as soon as the
es were over, After he had closed up the club and
goodbye (Bill had a date, otherwlse he would have

With us), we took off for The District.

. I said, "Where are we going, Ace?" He replled,

| go to tho Waverley, You get pretty good draught there,
1 the block boys end up in the Waverley sooner or later
' the eveniing, It 18 one of the stops on their rounds,

o from the nor-lag to other points along Queen Street,
he Holiday, etc, Some of the guys go to the Edison,

p doorman 1s & real son of a blteh, Any time he sees a
wringing in a white girl, he makes cracks, He lets

but he eracks., The other day one of my buddies

4in a chick who was real straight, a great gal, and
what that bastard sald? "Look at that nigger with
whore,"™ Well, this gal is a fighter, and she got real
e cussed him out, screamed and stomped. FHer boy

ust stood there, And the next day she walked right
the Liquor Control Board and reported the inclident.

d sald they had all kinds of complaints about the

Ay ?:tdn.lmg as they let people in, there was nothing
eu Os

~ I told Ace he might find 1t helpful to report such
8 to the Department cf Labour, or to the Toronto
ommittee for Human Rights, both of whem processed

8 under the Falr Accommodations Practlces Act. Ace
knowledge of these procedures or organizationse
® sald none of the boys knew anything about this stuff,
| We run across incidents like this, we éon't know what
ept fight if we can, and then the pollce end

us and throwing us in jall for making a distur .
jess they got to do thelr jobs, because in many cases
fighting first."

We got out of the car and walked up to the Waverley.
a Negro with his shoes off, sitting in front of
runk. In fact, we had to -imb].o over him to get
place, The failau, a rather nice looking chap who



170

 have been in hls forties, but now physically deteriore
 looked up and said, "Hi, Ace," Ace said, "Hello, how
ou doing," and walked on around him. AS we went to the

¢ table (the place was filled with men on this very hot,
night) Ace naid, "That guy you stumbled over is a rubbye
but just one year ago he was a good dresser, you
W him drumk, end he only came in here occasionally.
‘good with his fists once, too, He went downbill in
year, I think it was some of the bitches he was
Ing around with, did it, He was always weak for women."

G Ace plunked down a quarter, The waiter came up and
tWwo beers on the table, After the walter left, I men-
)d to Ace that I had not noticed any Negro ps in the
8. He saild, "Oh, don't worry about 1%, they wander in
Iag the night." All of a sudden, & *all, musculare
c lgdulth a strange-locking red jockay h-* =~ipglled
sa "Hi, Meet my cousin, Phil," Phil stuek out
 cussing out

» 'ﬂ‘;‘ptmod down & éime on the tabls and
ver and sald he disliked sitting in the hot esb all

ot weather and his work. He vaus a

Ace and Phil talked about their buddlies and what
‘would be doing all d the summer, They seemed to

pt my prosence as they talked, Ace said, "If I wasn't

g to camp, I would get some chicks and go up to the lake

' I used to do, Nothing better than a cold beer, chicken

gWimming with the gals in the nude. I might do it anye

: a weekend before I go. Say, Phil, I know severe

® Who would die to go with us. How sbout 1t?" Phil
was "working his ass off" night and day trying to get

o buy his own little car, and didn't know when he could
¢ off, But he added it was & hell of a good idea.

' The conversation was interrupted when four other

) chaps walked up to the table, Ace introduced me around,
them sat at a table nearby, and the other two joined us.
one of the boys, Len, slightly from a meeting I had
ed at the Ne Citizenship Assoclation, He had at-
‘university for a year, but was now working as a mese
for a store., He was & veteran, about thirty-five
se, Ace sort of stiffensd, and appeared not to be
ndly with Len, In fact, he started a conversation

hiles cousin and the other chzp, and turned his back on us.

Len gtruck up a discussion with me regarding the
roblem, stating that no one would get together, none
organizsi.ons Would attempt to work on a joint level,

. he was working for Grossmea (running f'or the proe
, parliament) during the current campa Len invited
top over at Grossman's headquarters after we left the
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sald, "To hell with that, we've got other places
Len sald, "As you like, but Grossmen's a pntt{
guys You would do well to support him," Ace replied,
aldn't care less," Len turned to me, "Look, I've got
t I underatand you have a lot of historicel stuff
dlen Negroes, We sure nced people Like you arourd
omaunity, HNegroes are the most confused people I have
owne" With this, he and his buddy strolled off o
at Grossman's,

We ordered another round of beers, and I asked Ace
cousin if they had notieced any Nova Scotien Negroes
into the area., Ace said, "You're goddammed right, and
rulning everything for us., They are the wildest,
puth Negroes I have ever kaown," Phil joined in and
hey aren't used to._anything, I don't know what cone
are like down in Nova Scotia, but they must be pretty
e sald, "Take, For instance, white women, They just
y and W when they get introduced to any of them,
1 of playing 1t cool and taking their time with them,
‘we do, these Just race up, proposition the
em and everything, They don't know how to act wi
They spend all their money and are the best suckem.
r gals thet I have ever seen, I wish to hell they
ave the area, I know where some of them hang ou
not enxious to see them because they are destr
race relations in the area." I asked, "what do they
or a 3.:':::51' Ace sald, "Damned if I know, they just
ol exist. b

Our conversation was interrupted when another of
uddies came up. Andy was a professional boxer, dise
ooking and sporting a goatee similar to the one
Archle Moore, the famous Negro boxer, He gat _
a beer, and started talking about his recent fights,
r= or five.rounders, in the Chatham-London area, He
laining because he was getting peanuts for his efforts,
! tm{ about his great prowess as a boxer. Ace said
‘1n hell cen you fight, » and keep in condition, when
hase more bitches than me?" Andy protested, saying he
led the bags several hours a day, but a man to have a
e fun, Andy offered to go with Ace to the M Street
lub and give a few of the kide leesone in fighting.
1't seom very enthusiastic about it, Then Andy left,
lgd I decided to stroll along College Street, Phil
- I asked Ace 1f he would like %o have a knishe with
little restaurant I knew near College and Spadina,
i into the place to get the knishes, and they had
) Wwe went out agaln, Once outside Ace said, "I don't
the joints here, These Jews around this corner hate us,
ime they see us walking with one of their girls, they
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ad as hell., They are real rotten around here, I would
out of that joint if I were you, Anyhow, they don't
} Negroes too well, You notice I asked hil to show me

POC and he wasn't even polite enough to answer me,

mg College Street towards Dovercourt, There

good places up there, In fact, I know a place
tern's where they have good lknishes and the people are
at, This is where the whores hang out after one otclock,
steys open all night, There is a new 'burlecue! nears
pomd up recently, the Lux; we have got to take it

*:m' we had our knishes, I offered to take Ace home,
; ought to get together on Friday morning and look
poems and serap books I write poems sbout life, end
mtt{ damned interesting. I don't show them %o

but I will show them to you," We decided to meet
one o'clock to look at my historical material and

I went to Ace's home at 1l a,m. and t the after-
til four, déropping him at the M Street 8' Club af-
& time, Ace llives near Front and Bathurst Streets,
! row house surrounded by factories and industry,
a is heavily industri long ago having crowded out
ng, end 1s considered by Negroes and whites alike
i of the roughest in Toronto, Several organizations

the area--public health nurs the Toronto Publie
are Department, Viectorian Order Nurses, Neighborhood
ers, several eﬂmhn, the Brant Street School and

a Street School.

I don't know how long Ace's people have lived in
«-he stated he was born just a few blocks away. Some
has been made to paint the brick, grow one shrub and
plot of grass in the very few feet of gouml facing
« From the exteri Ace's home was better looke
other residences on street, The row house to

't was up for sale, Directly across the street was a
factory which covered practically the whole blocke

Within was a small hallway leading upstairs, to the
| of which were the 1liv room, dining room and ‘bo kite
wl.ng the firat floor. It was very dark, The

a e light came from the front room window, a small
Ag window and kitchen window, The furniture was very old
the kitchen poorly equipped, with an ancient gas stove
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refrigerator, A large but old-looking TV set
living-room, along with a broken-down couch, one
one hassock, There were no plants or flowers in-
the place was relatively neat and clean, The floors
at the downstalrs--and you could see from the living-
ough to the kitchen--were covered with linoleum,

. Members of the household: Ace's Dad is a retired
orter, about seventy years of age, a small, spry,
man, His mother 18 a large woman in her late sixe
ry quiet in my presence, So far I have seen two
neither of whom have been introduced to me, although
en in and out of the house about three times,.
I have been met at the door by the mother or one
sisters, all of whom are large, tell women., Weither
nor hospitality has been extended to me--rather, a
ivil atmosphere prevaila, Pete, no longer living at
|8 an older brother in his early thirties, He used to
the local night spots, and refused to sing in one
learned it was discriminating inst Negroes (not
; them in). He had been a cab driver and knew The
very well, I met him four years ago at the Univer-
Settlement House, At that time he had quite a few
friends, many of whom were white, Two ycars ago he left.
o and went to work with a friend in another city.

Two little children--.a boy about six and a girl
three--live with the Jones!, Both have = caucasold
straight hair, but brown skin an¢ brown eyes.

* they are bmdo& thro Children's Ai¢ or are off-
of some of the adult children, I do not know, Both
n are very attractive, but during vigit were

d and yelled at constantly by the old man, The gir?

a child's toilet pot while the old mother dared her

up before she had "produced”,

Ace had promised to share his most personal poses-
his scrapbook, where he kept his poens and observa-
about 1ife in general, He told me he had never showa
book to anyone beforee-neither his buddles nor his
eould comprehend his deep thoughts--but since I was a
s he said, I could understand what he was driving at.

The book was heavy with notes from vocational courses
once taken and poems about girl friends, One de~-

i the anticipation of meeting a lovely "new thing" at
irite restaurant. The g.lr:l. was a waltress, and he was
joyed with getting a new female contact, Another poem
his sentiments on the Arkansas desegregation issue
ibing what he thought was heppening to black ané white
because of the tensions in the area, Yet another was
en to a new girl friend, with whom he was having sexual
ations at the time ("A gorgeous thing," Ace sald, "but she
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think as deeply as me,") He had been trying to cone
girl that sex was great but philosophical discuse

- at, too, He said she was "clueless", but a

ay, 8o he wrote a poem to her anyway. .

Ace also had written his impressions of an eerl
with a social worker who was trying to ascertalin

onal and community interest among Wegroes. Ace's

da g:n concern over the shallowness of the _

s and inability of the intellectual and educat-

erstand life in The District, especially through

interviews, Ace didn't like the interview and

n't understand the social worker., IHe sald to me, "I

g felt she was dig for something sensational or some

buddies, I'd never squesl on my friends or give

Father Madison, that soclal worker, or you

ion that would hu:-‘ them, I know quite a few thieves,

d dope peddlers, and I'm going to introduce you to

them, but half the time you won't even know what or

are,

Ace stopped talking, reflected for a while, and |
hope owr associatlon will turn out o.k., and your

help people here in the jungle," He went on to

ad tried violence over and over as & way of solving

ems with the ozl. as well as with his enemies, and
about the 51.“ at he wae well knouwn tt’a‘ g:: riltl.
ighly muscular and eppears very strong. bec ause
w_nzy" when he got mad, he had decided a couple of
o $o change and ocheck his temper a little more.

Recently the cops had beaten up his mg'r brother,
firsgt I'd heard of a lgmmau- brothorﬁ while quese
him sbout a local incident, The whole thing infuri-
se, and he went looking for the cops "I've got ways to
and they don't know who hit them or how they got

it when I went to look for this cop and saw he was an
I had pity on him and said to myself, 'This guy is

's an old cop and he's sick, or he wouldn't have beat
other,! I w d away and drvgpod plans to get

If he hed been younger, though, I would have fixed him,"

Ace's poems and other written observations showed
and warmth, He admitted difficulty in understanding

p, but didn't allow it to stop him from writing doun
the things in 1life that were happéning to him, He
only started to do this when he began 'thinktng

and g. to the Public Library on College near Spadina.
2, " ibrarian noticed me coming in frequently, so

y she placed a small book of poems by Langston Hughes
ghelf. I think she did it purposely for me, because
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out Hughes was a Negro, and there weren't eny other
of poems like that on the shelf, He is the only Negro
ever heard of, I'd sure be interested in sceing anye
lse he has written." I told him more about Langston
ies and promised to let him borrow a little volume of

y Hughes called "Shakespeare in Harlem",

One thing that struck me about Ace's scrapbook was
was rather free of references to race, Only one
concerning the use of the term "nigger", showed any
ess regarding race. He sald it was only when he

this term that he got the feeling he did not really bee
this world, but in some other,

The c¢ onversation switched to the Ashby Street Mission,
e used to run a teen-age dance, I asked if he dropped
church anymore. Ace replied, "Not since I fell out with
uy, Father Jim, He's not like Father Madison, you
He thinks he's doing us a favour by being down here,
. know damned well he couldn't care less sbout what hap=
to the kids. His bullding and property are more impor-
an us, You remember I told gou sbout some kids break-
the church after the last dance I ran? Well, Father
banned all future dances without even asking me how
about 1t or if I could approasch the kids to find out
y did it., It's just like I mean, if he really cared,
@ have tried to find out something about the guzn that
and help them. You know, the way people use God and
a lot alike. People pull dogs into their homes, pet
se them, keep them for certaln conveniences, or boot
Same with God., He's like a pet for a lot of people,
ood %o have around, but when he gets in their w
 boot him out, I belleve in God, but not this crap they
you arowd here., Father Jim was always trying to get me
the Mission and take lessons for communion, but I
iim I wasn't ready yet. I think a guy really ought to
+ Anyhow, I think Father Jim is just using the Mission
ing-off place to a bigger church, My Mom keeps
Beanle (the little boy in the house) to Sunday School,
11 her not to take him regularly because it would
ime-t:1ling all those fine things about love thy neigh-
as thyself, when it's a dog-eat-dog world,"

~ Ace's Mom called him to the kitchen for lunch, but
't invite me, He went off rather sheepishly, ate in view
1€, came back and offered me a cup of coffee. I drank it
Ace mused about where to take me to eat lunch, Then he
end said, "Let's go to the Belwater. They used to

ome goddammed pretty waltresses there. I know, because
with some of them,

We parked a few doors down from the Belwater,
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g to the restaurant, he pointed to a chesp hotel and
"Not long ego I wen® in there with a girl and asked for
me The bastard wouldn't give me cne." I asked, "Was
ir uhiu‘!" thinking that might have been the reason.
alc Aot that time. It was a coloured girl, The
nndo me hopping mad, Mosgt of these pads let you
a couple won't, It's pretty convenlent, you know,

ng up & broed in this area and popplns upstairs without
g to go a great distance for a room."

" We went into the restaurant, I ordered lunch end
at watching me munch away, finally ordering a glnprdo.
the conversation about women by saying, "
¢t matter much around here if you w k around uth a
vl and take her $o one of these pads." Ace replie
I seldom think about race or colour. Sometimes
» weeks without giving thls Negro-white stuff a thoupt.
Mﬁing happou: The= 1t bothers me for a while.
i what he meant by "eomething happening". "Well, a
‘time ego a white gal I've known for a lmg tln was
g with one of my buddies, and they were always seen
id out of the same Queen Street pad, One day a cop g\ut
. up to the two of them, told thual to come along, and
pgro to go home, The gal protes but he asked her
and took her home, There is nnnthlng that some of
tards who call themselves cope can't seem to get
thelr thick skullss In & lot of cases when Negro
eouples go around together, their parents have been
mhaﬁ d:n't om. or oo:ﬂ:;h.m are %iuh :n::u
ell, to yire immigrants, mostly. oW,
went up to &h- gl.rlll house, bangod on the door and
I'm bringing 30\:1- daughter homes She's chasing

th coloured g I think you ought to knol. The
‘Were so mad tho just about blew their tops.
M cop out, told him he had no business bothu-l.ns their
and her boyfriend, and sald they were golng to report
incident. The gal told me afterwards the cop was
d she thought ho'd lose his teeth, That's what I
-v'u-nhlns happening's Also, don't forget mt I
ly told you about my brother gettinmg roughed up."”

. I remarked, "I don't see any coloured girls around
ih white fellows, In fact, I dun't. see m coloured
 at all,” "It's a little tougher," Ace conceded, "Now
ake my kid sister, I lmow several white who went
| with her, Some wanted to get serlous, but they acted
e They couldn't quite make the Jump,.”

Ace secmed reluctant to pursue that conversation,
ted talking about his old man, "You know my pop's
Bd now, but he's had a tough time in life, ralsing us
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He used to keep a leather strap hanging on the kitchen
whenever we acted up he let us have it, I used to
ase whipped all the time, but he had to catch me first,.

jd run under the table, upstairs under the bed, in a
» or anywhere to get out of his way when he was mad. One
hen I was about twelve or thirteen years old, I got fed
‘all the lickings and having to run all the time, I
member exactly what happened, but I was cdue a licking
came after me, expecting me to run, Instead I just
yere, defiant-like, and glared at him. He raised the
- h{t me, but was so surprised to see me standing
up, glaring at him, that he brought the strap down
1 me, to get to my room, That did something to him and
knew I was growing up and wasn't golng to take beate
h longer, And I never got the strap again after that.
it have got cuffed around a bit, but no more strap,”

I sald I had to drop by my offise for a while to pick
messages, and invited Ace to come along. As we drove
een Street he sald, "The District ie esure changing.
of a lot of Jews have moved out, and some of them have
n their businesses with tho:hup north, I knew a lot
and really mies them, especlally since so many immie
ave come in and sort of taken over, Even some Negroes
¥ing out that have been around a long time, After they
i a 1ittle scrateh, they seem to go north or out to
I've seen all kinds of changes around here in

ars,"

I took Ace into the Central "Y", where I had a summer
s introduced him to a few of the staff and gave him a
the Recreation Survey of Metropolitan Toronto which I
ars back (and which he had seen in the
office), He was surprised and pleased to
raonal copy. We went back to the car and I drove him

~ On the way he talked about the kids who flock to the
eet Boys'! Club, end how important it was to help them,
th any of them like school, They're itching to
and go to the campe It costs fifteen bucks for two
and some of these parents come in and start paying for
de to go to camp monthe ahead of time, When I was
school I éidn't like it either, All the teachers
discipline, disecipline, scoldings and giving us a
B, I bet we get the worst teachers down there, and
north get the best, But what teacher in his r
d want to teach at a school down here anyhow?"
" there wasn't at least one tescher whom he liked in
'school and whom he remembered, He said, "Hell, no,"
ased a while and finally said, "I take that back,
Pe was one guy who did talk to me a lot, In fact, I was
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_be expelled for nearly killing a boy after he called
ger' I beat him up pretty bad, This teacher talked
he sald he understood why I fought, but that if anye
d me "nigger", he was sure the principal would stick
e« Anyhow, he went to the principsal and kept me from
pxpelled, He later said if I'd quit fighting so much

ve a 1little, he would help me get in Central Tech.

it school anyhow, as soaon &8 I could--just when I was
~ Ran away %o Detroit and worked a while, until I

starved to death, Then I came right back."

.~ As I dropped Ace off at the M Street Boys' Club, he
me for the eopz of the Survey and asked if I wo
o into a few bars arcund Queen and Bathurst Street
iturday nighte I sald I was game, and he told me to be
® house at 7 o'clooks. :
&

June 13

- I dressed in a sport shirt and old corduroy jacket,
rrived at Ace's home a little late, asbout 7:15 peme

his mother opened the door and I asked for Ace, she

"In there,"™ without any attempt at other conversation.

Ace was sprawled out on the couch, looking at the TV
said, "HI," but by his attitude indicated that he
_ qt to be disturbed until the show was over, He was
g "Ivanhoe” and was really enjoyling the exploits of
feval knight., The two children stood over his head
and chatt with him cecasionally, BHe showed grea
on for them, When the show was nearly over, he sat up
"Ready to go around the town?" His Dad sat directe
¢ me in the dining room and told Ace to switch on
Mason", proclaiming it was his favourite show,

. The telephone rang and Ace's mother called him,

2 see and hear everyth that happens from the living
dining room or kitchen, since it is simply one 1 '

e) I overheard Ace saying, "Gee, I haven't he from
long, long time, Yeah, I'1ll come to your party if

d man's not going to be around, I wouldn't enjoy look-
e & sieves Can I bring a buddy elong?"

Ace returned to the living room and informed me that
girlfriend was glving a small "do" on Perliement Street
d him and his sister to pop over, "I know the
Bd's married snd got kide, and I don't want trouble, =ince
8ed to go with her a lot, but she told me everything was
« and I could bring you %oo. I guess I'd better go upstairs

.



