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Smith, Bruce, Keswick Farm, circa 2002,
Government of Ontario Art Collection, Acc.. 100214 (gift from the artist)
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In this guide
This guide provides information on the Ontario Land Records Index.

The Ontario Land Records Index provides a reference to documents about individuals
who:
e were authorized to locate on a piece of Crown Land (they did not always become
the owner)
e l|eased or purchased land from the Canada Company
e were parts of groups of immigrants from Ireland whom Peter Robinson helped
get land in the Peterborough area
o were offered land after 1901 for service during Fenian Raids (1860s) or the Boer
War (1899 to 1902).

The Index covers the period from the 1780’s to the 1920’s. It is arranged into two sets
of microfiches, arranged alphabetically:

e by person’s NAME

e by TOWNSHIP, TOWN or CITY, then by concession and lot number

*Please note: this guide contains links to information found in our online Microfilm
Interloan Catalogue. On our website, this catalogue is found under “Access Our
Collections”. If you are using a print copy of this guide, go to page 4 for more
information on how to find this information.

Where do | find the Ontario Land Records Index and the
records it indexes?

You can view Ontario Land Records Index in our reading room. It is located in two
binders, one for each set of microfiche. You can also view the records it indexes, on
microfilm. You do not need to order the Index or the microfilm in advance.



You can also borrow the Index and the microfilm (except for microfilm of Peter Robinson
records) through libraries that offer interloan services. Some Ontario public libraries
have a copy of the index.

What do | need to get started?

You need a name or a location, and an approximate date.

How do | use the Index?

The document “How to Use the Ontario Land Records Index” contains the following:
a list of the microfiche

examples of entries in the Index

an explanation of the codes found in the Index
lists of microfilm for records indexed on the microfiche

You will find this document: in the Reading Room in the binders that contain the
microfiche; and on our Research Guides and Tools webpage under “Land Records”.

Are there related records?

See the guides below for more information about records indexed on the microfiche,
and other land records. On our website, you will find the “Research Guides and Tools”
page under “Access Our Collections”.

e click here to view research quide 215, Early Land Records, from the 1780s to the
1850s

e click here to view research quide 225, Crown Land Records

e click here to view research guide 231, Finding Land Regqistration Records



http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/documents/research_guide_215_grant_to_patent.pdf
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/documents/research_guide_215_grant_to_patent.pdf
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/documents/research_guide_225_resources_for_researching_land_records.pdf
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/documents/research_guide_231_finding_land_registration_records.pdf

How do | get online information about the Ontario Land
Records Index?

1. On our website’s main page, click on “Access our Collections”, as shown in the
image below:

MGCS HOME | PREPARE FOR YOUR VISIT | START YOUR RESEARCH FROM HOME | CONTACTUS |
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Our Collections
‘ Access Our Collections The Archives of Ontario has croated a number of resoarch tools, databases and
catalogues of information to help you in your research. Descriptions and links can be
* Services to the Public found below

* Tracing Your Family History Learn more about what we have

* Private Rocords Acquisition ¢\, require assistance using these tools or accessing our collections. please

contact us.
* Education at the Archives

S Open Data
* Explore Our Exhibits
* Recordkeeping ” View and download Archives of Ontario data sats in the
— 4 Government of Ontario Data catalogue
Visit Us On.. N

Archives Descriptive Database BIBLION Library Catalogue

Follow this link to search RYCITV BOY Search the catalogue of
descrptions of records My §000s the Archives of Ontano
and collections in the R4 library.

Archives' holdings.

(

e |
J. J. Talman Library, click here.

To learn more about the

2. Scroll down and click on “Microfilm Interloan Catalogue™”:



BIBLION Library Catalogue

. Search the catslogue of the
CITY BOV e

To leam more about the J. J.

("] immigration regjsters crosted
by $o Toronto Emigrant Ofice

3. Scroll down and click on Ontario Land Records Index on Microfiche”:

What Microfilm is Available on Interloan?

Governmaent Records

Vital Statistics (Birth, Mamiage & Death Records)

‘ital statistics ane records pertaning to births, mamages and deaths within the province of Ontaio. The
Archives halds a significan] number of hese records. Birtha ranging froe $885-1917 are avallable on
rricrofiln, as ane marriages ca. 1801-1932. although thens ana many gaps in pre-166g marmage mcords, Death
records available on mic rofiim range from 1865-1942  Click on the link abave for information on aocessing
thase records cn microfilm or anling

Court Records

The Archewas has extersive reconds from cowrts around the presence, Thess reconds deal with everything
frarm mimor criminal charges to district sdministration bo wills and probale

Municipal Records

This microfilm contans reconds created o collacted By local govemment whils pedorming ther duties
Primarily created between 1848 and 1600, these records incude: assessment and collecton’s rolls local
Cansus reconds (pre-1851k volars lists and pall bookes and local Tewm and Township council records

Crown Lands Records

This micrefilm contans documents relating bo the grant. sale o leass of Crown Lands. Most of these recornds
ariginabed in the Ofcs of the Surveyor General or the Crown Lands Departrmenl. Land paber] ndeoes crasted

by Provincial Sacretary's Oficial Docurnents saction are also included here. a5 are the recands of the First and
Sacond Helr and Devisee Commission [1865-15110, which heasd and ruled on claims (o land made by the

hears, devisaes, and assigness of original nominses for land

‘ Ontario Land Records Index on Microfiche (178000300 providos access 1o Grown Land reconds and sama
Land-related material found in the Canads Company and Peter Robinson fonds. Also plesse see Redaanch
Guide 205 Using tha Ontario Land Records Index ca. 1780-ca. 1520 - [Word, PDF

Records Of The Department Of Immigration (RG 12}
Thie micrefilm contains the sundiving reconds. of the immiaration Branch of the Orilano Desariment of



Contact us

Although unable to do your research for you, our reference archivists are waiting to
assist you. You may telephone or write to them by mail or email or — best of all — visit
the Archives of Ontario.

Telephone: 416-327-1600 Toll free (Ontario): 1-800-668-9933
Email: Click here to email the Archives of Ontario. The e-mail address
is reference@ontario.ca
Address: Archives of Ontario, 134 lan Macdonald Blvd., Toronto, ON M7A 2C5

Website

Visit our website for information about our collections and our services, our online
exhibits and education programs, and links to our social media accounts. Click here to
visit our website. The website is www.archives.gov.on.ca/

Customer Service and Research Guides

Our guides contain information about our services, freelance researchers available to
do research for you, and some of most popular records. Click here to view our
quides. To find the “Research Guides and Tools” on our website, click on “Access our
Collections”.
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This information is provided as a public service. Last update is shown at the beginning
of this guide. Readers should where possible verify the information before acting on it.
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